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Public Notice on ESSA Waiver for the Expansion of the Middle School Assessment Flexibility 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) Assessment and Accountability Office is seeking 
comments on the following waiver request for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as 
amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which will be submitted to the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED). Comments and questions should be submitted to Melissa Fincher, Deputy 
Superintendent for Assessment and Accountability, at mfincher@doe.k12.ga.us no later than Friday, 
October 6, 2017. 

Under ESSA (1111(b)(2)(C)), States are provided the flexibility of exempting eighth-grade students from 
their end-of-grade mathematics assessment provided a) those students have completed a high school 
mathematics course and are administered the end-of-course assessment associated with that course 
and, b) their performance on the assessment is used in the state accountability system the year the 
student takes the assessment to measure academic achievement. Georgia will implement this flexibility 
during the 2017-2018 school year; however, the State believes the exception is not sufficiently inclusive 
given the allowable flexibility is limited to grade 8 students completing high school mathematics 
coursework. 

Georgia is submitting a waiver to US ED to request that this exception in mathematics for eighth grade 
[1111(b)(2)(C); § 200.5(b)] be applied to any middle school student completing a high school 
mathematics course associated with an end-of-course assessment and to any middle school student 
who completes a high school English language arts or science course associated with an end-of-course 
assessment. Prior to the enactment of ESSA, Georgia’s ESEA waiver provided an exception for all middle 
school students completing high school courses in mathematics and science that ensured these students 
were assessed only once using the end-of-course assessment.  

In submitting this ESSA waiver, the State is seeking similar flexibility from US ED to ensure that Georgia is 
promoting the expansion of advanced learning for middle school students.  During the 2016-2017 school 
year, there were 60,537 end-of-course tests administered to middle school students. Only 22,648 of 
these tests were taken in mathematics by eighth grade students. The remaining 37,889 tests would not 
have been covered under ESSA’s current middle school exception and would increase the testing burden 
for students and schools. The application of additional flexibility across all middle school grades and for 
three content areas (language arts, mathematics, and science) will further Georgia’s commitment to 
providing accelerated learning opportunities for all students while eliminating the burden of double 
testing (i.e., middle school students having to take both the end-of-grade and end-of-course 
assessments).  Furthermore, such flexibility will promote a more accurate measure of school 
performance given students will be assessed on the content standards for which they have received 
instruction.  

Prior to submitting this ESSA waiver request, public notice is being provided to education stakeholders 
across Georgia. The State is providing notification by posting an intent to request a waiver on the GaDOE 
website. In addition, the State has emailed information pertaining to the waiver to all district 
superintendents, assessment directors, curriculum directors, and Title I directors. Copies of all 
comments the State may receive from stakeholders in response to this notice will be attached to the 
waiver request sent to US ED.  
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